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God speaks in words
of comfort, cheer, The
joys of early Spring,
the hyacinth and
daffodil, Hope that
robins bring. Blue
speckled eggs in
downy nest, The
crocus is in bloom.
All God’s world, a
garden fair, And
triumph o’er the
tomb.

Norma Woodbridge

Our Holiest Season is Here

Holy Week begins with the Blessing of the Palms on Sunday, April 1, at
the 10:00 service. The regular Healing Service and Holy Eucharist will be
at noon on Wednesday. The Maundy Thursday liturgy will begin at 7:00
pm. on April 5, followed by stripping the altar in preparation for Good
Friday.

There will be two services on Good Friday. At noon the clergy
and members of the Blue Hill Baptist Church and the Blue Hill
Congregational Church will join us for an ecumenical service. The
traditional Episcopal Good Friday liturgy will be at 7:00 pm.

On Easter morning the Festival Eucharist begins at 10:00 with a
Bach prelude. The Youth Choir is rehearsing “This Is the Day” by
Natalie Sleeth, and at the offertory the Adult Choir’s anthem will be
“Alleluia! Christ Is King!” by modern composer Dana Mengel. The
congregation will be eager to meet all visitors at the coffee hour
following the service.

Vestry Calls Rector!

Acting upon the unanimous recommendation of the Discernment
Committee, the Vestry has called the Rev. Claudia Lane Wyatt Smith to
be third full-time Rector of St. Francis by the Sea. Ms. Smith, who prefers
to be called Claudia, will begin her ministry with us on August 1. While
visiting here with the Discernment Committee, she met with Bishop
Knudsen, who is very pleased that Claudia has accepted our call.

Claudia is currently employed as Vicar of St. Benedict’s Mission in
LaVeta, Co. She received her Master of Divinity degree from the School
of Theology at the University of the South, Sewanee, TN. Before giving
up her job, selling her house, and going to seminary, she was employed
in various administrative and executive positions in the health care field.

She is recognized as a strong preacher; she is skilled in administra-
tion, leadership, program development, and community relations. One
of her strengths is pastoral care, with extensive experience working with
the elderly. She shares her love of our liturgy and tradition with her
father, who is a retired Episcopal priest living in Texas. (See page5 .)



A Letter from Mary Ann

Dear Friends,

The Episcopal Church is receiving a lot of attention from the media lately. There are
titillating headlines here: A Divide and Maybe a
Divorce, Many Episcopalians Wary, Some Defiant After
Ultimatum Delivered by Anglicans; Anglicans Rebuke
U.S. Branch On Blessing Same-Sex Unions: Episcopal
Congregations in Virginia Vote to Secede In Dispute Over
Church's  Direction, At Axis of Episcopal Split, An
Anti-Gay Nigerian.

Here’s what I've been thinking: First, though
the people who are leaving two large churches in
Virginia number about 4,000, the Diocese of Virginia
has some 90,000 people who are in 196 congrega-
tions. The number of those leaving is pretty small potatoes compared to the total
number of Episcopalians in Virginia. These threats of secession are nothing
new. Some few have threatened to do this for years over the Prayer Book or the
ordination of women.

The Episcopal Church and its leadership have always welcomed as many
differing people under its tent as possible. We, as a church, are free to disagree on
points and issues. We are a people who struggle with questions and pray
together. Over time, people have left us and people have joined us, precisely because
of the way we live together.

Some ask: Is The Episcopal Church falling apart? I don't think so, though I
admit that the rumblings are disconcerting. We are clearly in a process of transforma-
tion and reformation. All we can ask of ourselves is to do the best we can to follow the
call of God in Jesus. Our church will continue to do its ministry to those whom Jesus
would embrace. We will not be stopped by our internal disputes. A priest was asked
by a local paper if his congregation was upset about this. His answer, "Not really, we
are too busy doing ministry."

As I see it, we listen to the words of Jesus and are jolted into an entirely new
imagination of how the world works. His actions and teachings spell out this new
imagination. He is outrageously forgiving and accepting. He heals people of their
suffering. He teaches a rule of love rather than obligation.

If being a Christian doesn't transform our imaginations and make resurrection
possible, then religion is getting in the way of resurrection. And resurrection is what
we are going to celebrate in seven days.

May Christ Easter in us!
Mary Ann+
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