
 
 

 
 

A Liturgy for the Ending of  a Pastoral Relationship  
and Leave Taking from a Congregation 

  

 

The departing Minister and the congregation then say together the following prayer  

 

O God, you have bound us together for a time as priest and people to work for the advancement 

of your kingdom in this place: We give you humble and hearty thanks for the ministry which we 

have shared in these years now past.  

 

Silence  

 

We thank you for your patience with us despite our blindness and slowness of heart. We thank 

you for your forgiveness and mercy in the face of our many failures.  

 

Silence  

 

Especially we thank you for your never-failing presence with us through these years, and for the 

deeper knowledge of you and of each other which we have attained.  

 

Silence  

 



We thank you for those who have been joined to this part of Christ’s family through baptism. We 

thank you for opening our hearts and minds again and again to your Word, and for feeding us 

abundantly with the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of your Son.  

 

Silence 

  

Now, we pray, be with those who leave and with us who stay; and grant that all of us, by 

drawing ever nearer to you, may always be close to each other in the communion of your saints. 

All this we ask for the sake of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.  

 

The departing Minister, or the Bishop, or the Bishop’s Deputy then says  

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you  

People  And also with you.  

 

If the Eucharist is to follow, the service continues with the offertory. Except on major feasts, the 

Preface may be that for Apostles and Ordinations.  

 

After the Communion  

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the holy food of the Body and Blood of your 

Son, and for uniting us through him in the fellowship of your Holy Spirit. We thank you for 

raising up among us faithful servants of your Word and Sacraments. We thank you especially for 

the work of N. among us, and the presence of his family here. Grant that both he and we may 

serve you in the days ahead, and always rejoice in your glory, and come at length into your 

heavenly kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

This blessing may be pronounced either by the minister, or by the bishop, or by the Bishop’s 

Deputy. 

 

May God, who has led us in the paths of justice and truth, lead us still, and keep us in his ways. 

Amen 

.  

May God, whose Son has loved us and given himself for us, love us still, and establish us in 

peace. Amen.  

 

May God, whose Spirit unites us and fills our hearts with joy, illumine us still, and strengthen us 

for the years to come. Amen.  

 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 

remain with you for ever. Amen.  

 

If the departing Minister is the Celebrant, one of the post-communion prayers from the Book of 

Common Prayer, Holy Eucharist, Rite Two, pages 365-366, will be more appropriate 


